
BOARD OF SELECTMEN HYBRID MEETING 

In-Person and Zoom – Town Hall, 1529 State Road, Richmond, MA 01254 

Wednesday August 25, 2021 – 6:00 PM 

 

PRESENT: Neal Pilson, Chair; Alan Hanson, Selectman; Roger Manzolini, Selectman; Danielle 

Fillio, Town Administrator; Tom Grizey; Ron Veillette, Chair of Con. Com.; Holly Stover; Dick 

Stover; Chris Horten, Berkshire Mosquito Organization 

Approval of Minutes of the August 11, 2021 Meeting of the Board of Selectmen: There being 

no further questions or changes to the minutes, Roger moved to approve the Minutes of the 

August 11, 2021 meeting of the Board of Selectmen as amended. The motion was seconded 

and unanimously approved. 

Open Meeting Law Complaint Response: The Board has received a complaint against them 

relating to the Open Meeting Law which stated that in their Executive Session of July 28 2021, 

the agenda was not specific enough for the public to know exactly what was going on and 

expressed concern as to whether the Board was within its rights to hold that Executive Session. 

Response to that complaint from the Town’s Council is that the Town could have been more 

specific in noting that the property in question was town-owned, but the Board was still within 

its rights to hold the Executive Session for the purpose stated. 

Neal moved to authorize Danielle to send that response. Roger seconded the motion. A 

discussion ensued of the appropriate reasons for holding an Executive Session, one of which is 

the stated purpose of the July 28, 2021 session. There being no further question, the motion 

was adopted by unanimous vote. 

Close and Approve Special Town Meeting Warrant: Danielle suggested that the Board move 

the proposed Special Town Meeting to Tuesday September 14, 2021 to avoid conflict with a 

Zoning Board meeting on Monday September 13th, which was the original date chosen.  A 

discussion of the need for a Special Town Meeting revealed the need for two Articles: The Town 

has incurred additional expenses in the cleanup and repair of town roads resulting from the 

recent storms and flooding. Article II will be for the purpose of asking the Town to raise and 

appropriate and authorize the Town to spend up to $50,000.00 on necessary work remaining to 

be done. 

Article I – In order to be able to continue to move forward to borrow the money for the new 

town hall, a minor change in wording is required. The article was made contingent on a debt 

exclusion vote to be sure that all the money borrowed is debt-excluded and will come off the 

borrowing limit once it is paid off. The Town election ballot is required to match what was 

posted on the town meeting warrant and the entire ballot question was not included in the 



signed copy of the warrant that was posted. It was included in the copies published in the Town 

Report and in those handed out at the Town Meeting. 

To make the correction, the original vote must be affirmed, and the contingency language 

removed. The Bond Counsel can then approve the borrowing. The change is a simple change in 

language. 

Roger asked whether the Finance Committee has made a recommendation on either Article. He 

was assured that they advised the Town to move forward with Article I. They asked for more 

information on Article II and Danielle noted that an application has been made to FEMA for 

money to reimburse the extra expenses for road repair. 

Roger asked that the order of the articles be reversed and then suggested that the Warrant be 

approved as amended with the reversed order of Articles. The Board agreed. 

Richmond Land Trust Pie Social: Dick Stover advised the Board that a final decision as to 

whether to go ahead with the Pie Social on September 11th will be made at the Land Trust 

meeting on August 29th or 30th. Dick was given approval for the Land Trust to use Town 

property for the Pie Social if it will be held. Dick will advise the Board of the decision once it is 

made.  

Mosquito Spraying and West Nile Virus: Chris Horten of the Berkshire Mosquito Organization 

presented a strong argument for the Town to permit spraying within a mile radius of the trap 

site as infected mosquitos have been found among the trapped population. In an earlier 

meeting, the Board chose to opt out of spraying based on information available at that time 

that did not include the existence of West Nile Virus infected mosquitos in the area.  

Chris spoke to the concerns of many about the danger inherent in the pesticide used. He 

explained that the chemicals in that pesticide were regulated by the EPA and approved by them 

for 40 years. Unlike earlier products that would remain in the environment and build up over 

time to cause environmental damage, this product has a very short lifespan in the environment. 

Synthetic pyrethrum is used in a size specific for mosquitos and will not leave a residue or be 

harmful to other lifeforms.  

For those individual residents who wish to opt out of spraying, Chris will send a link to the 

Richmond Town Website for a form that will provide that option.  

Discussion continued specifically about the effect of spraying on pollinators, especially bees. 

Chris pointed out that mosquitos are active between sunset and just before sunrise and that is 

when spraying is done. Bees are in the hive in the dark hours and that is when the product is 

applied.  

Suggestions were made for ways to avoid people being caught in the spray: close windows, turn 

of the A.C. and take in any laundry on outline lines. Code Red could be used to notify the 

residents a couple of days in advance when the spraying will take place.  



Neal asked when the next sample will be captured and a result available. Chris said next 

Thursday a result of this night’s trapping should be available.  

Given the information provided by Chris Horten, Roger moved that the Board agree to approve 

the spraying. He was second by Al and the motion passed unanimously.  

Concerns Regarding Richmond Shores and Access Roads: Holly Stover came before the Board 

to follow up with concerns she had expressed in a letter to Danielle and the Board. 

Misuse of Beach Access Road at Richmond Pond: The change of zoning to ¼ acre lots. Roger 

noted that the change, made many years ago, was for the convenience of the residents of 

Richmond Shores to avoid the need for lengthy and complicated variances and permits in order 

to made routine improvements to their homes and was done with the vote of the townspeople. 

Holly responded that what’s happening now is that speculators and realtors are buying up 

fractions of lots and combining them to create buildable lots of property not originally deemed 

appropriate for building when the sewer system was first installed. She saw potential high-

density development placing a burden on the sewer system capacity.  

It was explained that the sewer system has the capacity to handle 100,000 gallons of water per 

day and that the size of piping was enlarged to easily handle a greater capacity than originally 

expected. On any typical day, the system handles 9,000 – 10,000 gallons per day, which is less 

than 10% of capacity. On the worst day ever recorded, over 50,000 gallons was processed, 

which is still only 50% of capacity. If every user in the Shores doubled their use, on a typical day 

it would still amount to less than 20% capacity of the system.  

The next issue for Holly was unlawful use of the Access Road, which was originally intended 

only for use by emergency vehicles and would be shut down in winter. The railroad, however, 

has been using the road to move heavy equipment. In addition, Holly reported that there are 

three houses using the access road as a private driveway and it was not designed for high 

volume, heavy equipment.  

After some considerable further illustration of Holly’s concerns, Neal said that the issues need 

to be broken down into specific action plans which must include community input and a 

discussion with the railroad about their use of the town-owned road. Holly asked to be included 

in any future discussions. Neal wants the first item of business to be approaching the railroad. 

Roger suggested that a working group be appointed to define the issues, options and possible 

solutions within the next few weeks. 

Public Comment: Dick Stover asked the Board to invite the chairs or a representative of all the 

other boards and committees to meetings of the Board of Selectmen in order to increase 

communication of important issues. 

Sewer Matters: None 



Selectmen’s Matters: Roger just wanted to note that the Sewer Information meeting went very 

well. 

Updates from the Town Administrator: Danielle reported that the Dublin Road bridge 

replacement project is going forward. She is awaiting final Chapter 85 review and then it will be 

6-8 weeks from placing the order to delivery of equipment. Some site work and de-watering is 

being held up because the utility company will not advise when they will relocate the pole that 

must be moved until they meet with the Town to get approval for that relocation.  

Danielle is working with the engineer on a letter of intent for Swamp Rd., Dublin Rd. and View 

Drive and an RDA to remove debris from waterways. All that paperwork will be ready for 

submission to the Con. Com on September 21st.  

The Highway Department has received one application for the job. The Interview will take place 

next week. 

The switch to the new I.T. company has been accomplished with minor issues. 

Bulky Waste day will be held on September 4th from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Danielle advised the 

Board that the cost to the Town for box springs and mattresses has gone up to $80 each. A 

discussion ensued as to what part of that increase should be passed along to residents. It was 

decided that residents would pay $30.00 each and it will be made clear that the Town is paying 

the additional $50.00 each. 

Harley Keisch asked to make a statement. The CDC recommends full authorization for the Pfizer 

vaccine and he is seeing that organizations are mandating that all employees be vaccinated. He 

asked if the town leadership could take the position that all town employees be vaccinated and 

maintain a clear value for masking at all indoor locations. Neal explained that the School 

employees are town employees subject to separate collective bargaining. The School 

Committee will make their own determination on this issue. That would confine the definition 

of Town Employees to Town Hall and the Highway Department. 

A discussion ensued on the issue of pro choice vs. mandating for the public good.  Neal moved 

to mandate that all Town employees be vaccinated as a condition of employment. Al seconded 

the motion, which was carried by a two-thirds vote: Pilson, aye, Hanson, aye, Manzolini, nay. 

There being no further business before the Board, a motion was made to adjourn at 8:15 PM. 

The motion was seconded by Al and adopted by unanimous approval. 

 

Signed: 

 

 



______________________________ 

Neal Pilson, Chair 

    


